Rural and Remote Health www.rrh.org.au
James Cook University ISSN 1445-6354

Abstract

Role dimensions of general practice nurses in Ireland

Part of Special Series: WONCA World Rural Health Conference Abstracts 2022

AUTHORS

Mary Casey' PhD, Associate Professor *

o ho ho he

CORRESPONDENCE
* Mary Casey

AFFILIATIONS

[https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3305-0074]

Laserina O' Connor® RNP, RANP, PhD, Professor of Clinical Nursing

Walter Cullen3 MD, MICGP, MRCGP, Professor of Urban General Practice

Aine Carroll* MD, FRCP, FRCPI, Professor of Healthcare Integration and Improvement

1.2 School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems, University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

3.4 School of Medicine, University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

PUBLISHED
10 January 2023 Volume 23 Issue 1

HISTORY
RECEIVED: 20 September 2022

ACCEPTED: 20 September 2022

CITATION

Casey M, O' Connor L, Cullen W, Carroll A. Role dimensions of general practice nurses in Ireland . Rural and Remote Health 2023; 23:

8128. https://doi.org/10.22605/RRH8128

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence

Abstract

Introduction: Primary care has the potential to address the
challenges associated with the rise of chronic conditions and an
aging population; however, General Practitioners are increasingly
struggling to meet these demands. Fundamental to the provision
of high-quality primary care is the role of the general practice
nurse, who typically provides a wide range of services. Examining
the current role of general practice nurses must be a first step to
determining their educational needs for enhancing their long-term
future contribution to primary care.
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Method: A survey design was used to explore the role of general
practice nurses. A purposeful sample of general practice nurses
(n=40) was undertaken between April and June 2019. Data were
analysed using the Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS V
25.0. Armonk, NY: IBM).

Results: General practice nurses appear to have an agenda in
relation to activities associated with wound care, immunizations,
and respiratory and cardiovascular issues. Challenges to future
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enhancement of the role were associated with undertaking further
training and their experience of having more work transferred to
general practice without concomitant reallocation of resources.

Discussion: General practice nurses have extensive clinical
experience to deliver major improvements in primary care.
Educational opportunities need to be provided for upskilling

existing general practice nurses and to attract future nurses into
this important area. Greater understanding of the role and the
potential contribution of the role in general practice is required
among medical colleagues and the public.
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